
"Witness Protection"
Acts 4:32-37

Spirit empowered community is sacrificial rather than selfish (32)
What an amazing testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of God's people: They were all of 

one heart and soul or mind. They were unified, and their unity wasn't superficial. Their unity wasn't just a unity 
of ideas that they shared in common. Their unity wasn't just something on a spiritual level that didn't impact 
what they did and what they had in this world. Their unity was in their hearts and minds in such a way that their 
faith impacted everything about their identity. They were connected to others in Jesus Christ. They were the 
body of Jesus Christ, which meant that they were one! Because of this, they selflessly understood that all that 
they had belonged to God. They sacrificially and willingly gave to protect the one body that they were a part of. 
This wasn't forced communism; rather, this was sacrificial and willing giving. This wasn't government mandated 
socialism; instead, this was voluntary, Spirit led community. This was God's gift to protect His family that was 
and is the body of Jesus Christ still at work in this world. Their example reminds us that in a continuing way, 
Spirit empowered community is always sacrificial rather than selfish.
1. How does unity promote selflessness in our relationships with other believers?
2. Just like today, these early believers were diverse in many ways. There were men, women, boys and girls. 

There were educated and uneducated people in the church. There were business owners and slaves. So 
what was it that unified their hearts and minds?

3. Their unity was seen in an amazing way as they sacrificially shared with each other. They literally didn't see 
the things that they had as belonging to themselves! Share with the group about where you are with this 
issue in your life. Remember that this was voluntary giving. God may not ask you to do it, but would you be 
willing to do it? Do you see the things that you have as yours or as belonging to God and His Kingdom?

4. What are some needs that you are aware of in the lives of members of our faith family?
5. God's purpose in developing a sacrificial heart in His people was to model the sacrifice of Jesus in 

protecting and giving life to His people. In what ways can your group sacrificially give to meet one or more 
of these needs among God's children?

Spirit empowered community is blessed by obedience in sharing Jesus (33)
There was a purpose for the sacrificial living that was sustaining the early church in Jerusalem, and the 

purpose was simply this: To continue to give life to the body of Jesus Christ for the work of Jesus in sharing the 
Gospel with the world! As the body of Christ selflessly gave to sustain the followers of Jesus, the Holy Spirit 
continued to empower them to proclaim the message of Jesus. The resurrection of Jesus was and still is the 
central message of hope that we have in this world. Jesus' resurrection is God's display of victory over death 
and our confidence that all who trust in Jesus will be raised up and given life after death just as Jesus Christ 
was! As the early church kept the Gospel as its central purpose and as its constant work, God's grace came on 
all of the followers of Jesus. In this case, God's grace simply refers to the unmerited blessings and favor of 
God in the lives of God's people. God was blessing the obedience of His people in staying on mission to simply 
share Jesus in this world. Their example reminds us that in a continuing way, Spirit empowered community is 
always blessed by obedience to its ultimate work in sharing Jesus.
1. Make a list of the different motives that you often have for giving to God. Be honest and open with each 

other about the varying reasons that we all give.
2. It's important that this verse follows verse thirty-two. God's grace covered His people not primarily because 

of their giving but because of their continued obedience in proclaiming the Gospel. Their giving protected 



and supported this primary work. Look back at the list of motives for giving. Why are all other motives -- 
other than the Gospel -- insufficient?

3. Discuss this wonderful truth of God's grace covering His people in a general sense as seen in this verse. 
Identify God's grace in your lives and in our faith family.

4. What problems do we have at our church right now? Areas where we need God's grace? Pray that we 
would prioritize our Gospel mission in every one of those areas. Pray that God would bless our obedience 
and cover those issues and problems with His grace.

Spirit empowered community is sufficient to meet the needs of God's people (34-37)
God is sufficient, and we see His provision for His people in an amazing way as the early church 

experienced a time when there was not a single person who was in need! What a beautiful picture of God's 
provision for His people when His people are truly putting Him first in their lives.  What societies like the Roman 
Empire only dreamed of, God accomplished through the transforming work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of 
His people. Within the community of faith, every physical need was being met. There may not have been 
wealth among all, but there was provision to all. Everyone had shelter. Everyone had food. Everyone had the 
basics of life met because everyone was willing to allow God to use what they had to provide for the needs of 
God's people. They weren't required to do it. They weren't asked to do it. They just did it. Out of thanksgiving 
for all that Jesus had done for them, they gave. Like Barnabas, many willingly gave from what God had given 
to them to protect and provide for God's people. Their example reminds us that in a continuing way, Spirit 
empowered community is sufficient to meet the needs of God's people.
1. Read Deuteronomy 15:4. What is the connection between this verse and these verses in the book of Acts?
2. In both of these passages -- from the Old Testament to the New Testament to today -- what is God's plan of 

provision for His people?
3. What are ways that our faith family is continuing this Spirit empowered community to meet the needs of 

God's people? How do we do this as Southern Baptists at a national and at the state level? How do we do 
this at a church level in our community? How do you do this as a Connect Group as well as individually?

4. Take a moment to pray together for the Holy Spirit to empower our faith family to be used by God to meet 
the needs of God's people for the protection of God's work.

5. Take a few more minutes in your group to individually list some things that you have that the Holy Spirit 
may be empowering you to sell or give (material or non-material) to God's work. This week, pray that the 
Holy Spirit will lead you to know and obey whatever it is that He's calling you to do!


